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■•' jwj^fcfebfl Q% r Claims 

1. (original) A walk reel mower , which comprises: 

(a) a reel mower frame on which a power source is 
carried; 

(b) an upwardly extending handle assembly connected at 
;its lower; end to the reel mower frame, the handle assembly in- 
deluding a portion which the operator can grip to guide the 

| : reiel mower frame while the operator walks behind the reel 
. : .rajowfcr f rame; 

(c) a traction drive for propelling the reel mower frame 
adrbss the ground, the traction drive being powered by the 

■j power source ; 

(d) a reel cutting unit carried on the front of the reel 
mower frame, the reel cutting unit having a reel cutting unit 

: iframe which carries: 

(i) a helically bladed cutting reel which is 
rotatable about a substantially horizontal, transverse axis; 

(ii) a bedknife which cooperates with the cut- 
ting reel such the rotatable cutting reel sweeps standing 
igrass against the bedknife to cut the grass/ and 

(iii) front and rear ground engaging wheel or 
" . roller supports for allowing the reel cutting unit to be self 

supporting and to move over the ground; and 

(e) a suspension system comprising relatively rigid 
links pivotally connecting the reel cutting unit frame to the 
ireel mower frame such that the reel cutting unit can roll 

; about 1 a substantially horizontal , longitudinal axis. 
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2. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 1, wherein 
the suspension system comprises at least one pair of inclined 
rigid links for pivotally connecting the reel cutting unit 
frame to the reel mower frame such that the reel cutting unit 
can roll about the longitudinal axis. 

3. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 2. wherein 
each i lnk is located offget from & long . tudinal centeri - ne q£ 

£he reel cutting unit so that the links are on opposite sides 
of the centerline, and wherein the links are further inclined 
inwardly relative to one- another and relative to a vertical 
line, passing through the upper end of each link so that the 
lower end of each link is closer to the longitudinal center- 
;-xne of the reel cutting unit than is the upper end of each 


4. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 2, wherein 
Unes drawn through the links are inclined towards each other 
and. will intersect at a focal point, and wherein the focal 

: point is located relatively low with respect to the reel cut- 

• ting unit. 

.5. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 4, wherein 
.the focal point is located along the longitudinal axis about 
:';.:;which the cutting unit rolls. 

6'. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 5, wherein 
the focal point is at the center of the bedknife when the reel , , 

cutting unit is sitting on flat and level ground O 

3 

7. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 2, wherein 
the suspension system further includes relatively rigid arms 
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' 'far pivotally connecting the reel cutting unit frame to the 
: : teel mower frame such that the reel cutting unit can pitch 
about a substantially horizontal , transverse axis. 

8. (original) The walk . reel mower of claim 7, further 
> including a cutting unit carrier frame that includes a trans- 
fer se cross member having downwardly extending, vertical sup- 

i ^ort arms at either end thereof, wherein the inclined rigid 
V links extend between the cross member of the carrier frame and 
the reel mower frame, and wherein the vertical support arms 
/are pivotally connected to the: reel cutting unit frame. 

9. (original) The walk . reel mower of claim 8, wherein 
; the lower end of each vertical support arm includes an inward- 
ly protruding circular hub which rotatably engages or journals 

" a shaft of the cutting reel. 

10. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 7, wherein 
linesi drawn through the links are inclined towards each other 

:! : .land will intersect at a focal point, and wherein the focal 
■ "'•j^odat is located beneath the attachment of the vertical arms 
:':'! f ;;tp the reel; cutting unit frame. 


11. (original) A walk reel mower, which comprises: 

(a) a reel mower frame : on which a power source is 
V ifcarxded; 

(b) an upwardly extending handle assembly connected at 
its lower end to the reel mower frame, the handle assembly in- 
cluding a portion which the operator can grip to guide the 

' reel mower frame while the operator walks behind the reel 
mower frame; 

(c) a traction drive for; propelling the reel mower frame 
across the ground, the traction drive being powered by the 
power source; 
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\i\ • :(d) a reel cutting unit carried on the reel mower frame, 

the? reel cutting unit having a cutting reel which is rotatable 
: about a substantially horizontal, transverse axis which reel 

• cooperates with a bedknife to cut grass; and 

<e) at least one pair of inclined rigid links for pivo- 
tally connecting the reel cutting unit frame to the reel mower 
; frame such that the reel cutting unit can roll about a longi- 
tudihal axis, wherein each link in the at least one pair is 
i. located offset from a longitudinal centerline of the reel cut- 
: i ting- unit so that the links are on opposite sides of the 
; . centerline, and wherein the links in the at least one pair are 
V j further inclined inwardly relative to one another and relative 
to a vertical line passing through the upper end of each link 

• so that the lower end of each link is closer to the longi- 
; tudi,nal centerline of the reel cutting unit than is the upper 

end. of each link. 

j 1,2. (original) The walk reel mower of claim 11, wherein 

• lines. drawn through the links are- inclined towards each other 

■ vl."':!^.^ 1 ijltersect at a focal point located at the center of 

•. ; fij.^i^fee; ibe'dknif e . 

13 -50. (canceled) 
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